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1. A request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 
1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed 
in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission 
filed on March 22, 2004 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by anticipated Asai (U.S. Pat. No. 5,593,710; 
previously of record) . 

Asai discloses an injection molding apparatus. The 
injection mold comprises a pair of mold bodies (50 and 70) which 
are disposed in a manner such that circular- shaped mold forming 
surfaces are opposed to each other to form a disc-shaped mold 
space (see figure 4) . A conduction member (25) is fitted into a 
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first of the pair of mold bodies so as to communicate with the 
outside through a conduction path (23) for conducting molten 
material injected from the outside into the molding space. A 
first member (72) is disposed between the conduction member and 
the first mold body (see fig. 1) , A second member (52) is 
positioned opposing to the first member on the second mold body 
side of the pair of mold bodies (see fig. 1) . As shown in fig. 
1, the first member (72) is interposed between the pair of mold 
and the conduction member, thus structurally separating the 
conduction member from the mold bodies. 

Although Asai does not describe the first and second 
members (72 and 52) as being for suppressing heat, the members 
would inherently act as such. The first and second members, 
regardless of the material from which they are made, will have a 
heat capacity that will act to suppress at least some heat from 
flowing through them. 

4. Applicants' arguments filed March 22, 2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

With respect to the rejection of claims 1 and 3 based on 
Asai, Applicants assert "Asai fails to teach or suggest any 
structure in which a sprue bushing 22 and a molding body 70 are 
structurally separated by the center bushing (72) [.]" 
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Applicant ' argument is found unpersuasive because Asai does 
appear to discloses the newly recited structure. As is shown in 
figure 1, the center bushing 72 disclosed by Asai is interposed 
between the sprue bushing (conduction member) 22 and the molding 
bodies 50 and 70 (the center bushing 72 as noted previously 
corresponds to the first heat suppressing member) . This 
arrangement disclosed by Asai thus discloses the sprue 
"structurally separated" from the mold bodies in that the center 
bushing is a structure separating the sprue and mold bodies. 
Asai therefore anticipates all of the limitations of claims 1 
and 3 of the instant application. 

5. Claims 5, 7, and 8 are allowed. See the reasons for 
indicating allowable subject matter in the previous Office 
Action (s) . 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6 : 00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wanda Walker, can be 
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reached at (571) 272-1151. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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